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JC HISTORY 

Paper 530/01 

GENERAL COMMENTS 

The candidates’ performance in the 2019 examination was generally above average. There was 

a general improvement especially in the evaluation questions. Question 2 in Section A and 

Question 4 in Section B were exceptionally well done by most candidates. However, teachers are 

advised to discourage candidates to use SiSwati phrases such as ‘emaguma’, emhlangeni, 

sigodlo etc. instead of windbreakers, reed dance ceremony and royalty especially in Question 4. 

 

There was a tendency to write long winding essays which failed to address the questions. 

Teachers are encouraged to advise to write short quality answers focusing on the demand of the 

question. Some candidates in some centres listed instead of describing or explaining the points. 

Teachers are urged to encourage candidates to write in continuous writing. Other candidates, 

although very few, ignored the instructions and answered all the questions instead of choosing 

between the optional questions. There was also rubric infringement as some candidates failed to 

follow instructions especially in answering the compulsory questions. Some candidates answered 

Questions 2 and 3 instead of choosing one between the two. This resulted to loss of marks since 

there was no compulsory question. Some candidates used information from the stimulus material 

when answering despite the instruction not to do so. Teachers are urged to advise candidates to 

desist from this kind of practice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



JC 2019 History Examination Report 

 

4 
 

COMMENTS ON SPECIFIC QUESTIONS 

Question 1 

(a) What is a protectorate?                   [3] 

The performance in this question was average. Some candidates had a challenge on this 

question hence they did not perform well.  

 

Expected response 

When a weaker or smaller country is under the rule or control of a bigger country, e.g. 

Swaziland was a British protectorate.  

 

Common wrong responses 

It is a group of British colonies/ an agreement between a strong country and weaker country 

(b) Explain the political effects of British rule on Swaziland?              [5] 

This question was answered well although some candidates mixed the historical terms, 

political, social and economic. 

 

Expected response 

The British took all the political powers of the Swazis including the king who was stripped off 

his powers and referred to as Paramount Chief because this title was reserved for the British 

King. In that way the king lost all his power to rule and make decisions. 

(c) ‘British rule brought social benefits more than economic benefits to the Swazis’. How 

far do you agree with this statement? Explain your answer by giving both sides of the 

argument.                     [7] 

The responses on this question were mixed, some candidates were able to explain the socio- 

economic benefits as required by the question whereas some failed to explain the benefits. 

 

     Expected response(s)  

 Yes, British rule brought social benefits more than economic benefits to Swazis in that, 

schools were built and brought western education which reduced illiteracy in Swaziland. As a 

result, Swazis could be employed in white collar jobs elevating standard of living in their 
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families. However, British rule also introduced modern methods of agriculture and equipment 

which increased production and the yield.  

Question 2 

(a) What was the Iron Age?                   [3] 

Responses on this question were relevant except for a few candidates who described the 

Iron Age as a tool used by the Bantu. 

 

Expected responses  

The Iron Age refers to the period when people started to use iron to make their tools such as 

hoe heads, axe heads etc. 

(b) Explain why the migration of early Bantu speaking farmers was slow?            [5] 

The performance in this question was average as some responses were good while others 

failed to adress the demands of the question. Instead of explaining why migration was slow 

they gave the reasons why the Bantu migrated.  

  

Expected responses  

They were iron smelters, livestock keepers etc. The Bantu depended on farming crops. It 

took time to develop fields and they had to wait for the crops to grow and harvest. Thus they 

had to stay in one place for long. 

(c) ‘The way of life of the modern Bantu people in Swaziland is similar to that of the Iron 

Age Bantu.’ How far do you agree with this statement? Explain your answer by giving 

both sides of the argument.                   [7] 

There was an improvement in the comparison question as some candidates were able to 

compare the modern Bantu people in Swaziland to that of Iron Age Bantu. However, a 

number of centers struggled with the skill of comparison. Teachers are encouraged to put 

more emphasis on the skill of comparison. 
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Expected responses 

Yes, both modern Bantu in Swaziland and Iron Age Bantu practiced polygamy. This would 

help them both to acquire wealth in society and get a source of labour from many children 

and wives. 

 

On the other hand, the modern Bantu had an improved education which improved literacy 

and academic understanding whereas Iron Age Bantu received informal education at home 

which only just helped to understand the way of life at home. 

Question 3 

(a) What is a voyage?                     [3] 

The performance of candidates was below average in this question. Most candidate tended 

to use the stimulus in answering e.g. A voyage is a ship sailing used by British. 

 

Expected response 

A voyage is a journey by sea. 

(b) Explain why the British took over the Cape Colony from the Dutch in 1795.           [5] 

The question was popular although a majority of the candidates did not understand the 

requirements of the question as most explained reasons why the Dutch took over the Cape.  

For example; to make gardens, erect garages for wrecked ships, etc. instead of why the 

British took over the Cape Colony from the Dutch in 1795?  

 

Expected responses 

The leader of Holland the Prince of Orange went to seek refuge in Britain he encouraged the 

British to take over the Cape since it was danger of being taken over by the French. 

(c) ‘The arrival of the British at the Cape Colony benefitted the Africans’. How far do you 

agree with this statement? Explain your answer by giving both sides of the argument.

                    [7] 

The performance of candidates in this question was above average. A majority of candidates 

demonstrated a clear understanding of the question and were able to give explanations on 

both sides of the argument. 
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Expected answers were: 

Yes, the arrival of British at the Cape Colony benefitted the Africans in that they go to be 

exposed to modern living and they got good like the ox- drawn plough which improved food 

production. 

 

However, when the whites arrived, they took fertile African land, pushing Africans to poor 

lands where Africans could not easily produce enough food for themselves.   

Question 4 

(a) What is the umhlanga ceremony?                  [3] 

This was a popular question. Candidates displayed good understanding of the question. 

It was well done by a majority of candidates. A few candidates, however, performed below 

average. For example, they described umhlanga as a ceremony where imbali ‘cuts’ 

umhlanga and deliver it at ebukhosini for emaguma. 

 

Expected response 

Umhlanga is the Swazi custom whereby young maidens pay homage to royalty by bringing 

reeds and performing traditional dances. 

 

(b) Explain why the umhlanga ceremony takes place in August and September.          [5] 

The majority of candidates’ responses were relevant to the question. 

 Expected response 

Umhlanga ceremony takes place in August and September because the reed is ripe and can 

be used to build screens at the royal kraal / schools are closed and maidens are able to 

attend in their numbers. 

 

(c)  ‘The main benefit of celebrating Umhlanga is the preservation of virginity than 

promoting tourism’ How far do you agree with this statement? Explain your answer by 

giving both sides of the argument.                 [7] 

 

The performance of most candidates in this question was good although some were bringing 

disadvantages of umhlanga which was not in the question. 
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Expected responses 

Yes, the main benefit of celebrating umhlanga is the preservation of virginity than promoting 

tourism in that only virgin girls are expected to take part in the ceremony where they 

celebrate chastity, maiden’s purity, take pride in their bodies and be motivated by whole 

nation through words and dance. 

 

However, the umhlanga ceremony attracts tourists which promotes the tourism industry since 

people from other countries come to watch the marvelous dances, buying goods from 

vendors and also visiting the best sites the country possesses. 

Question 5 

(a) What is decolonization?                   [3] 

This was a less popular question and it was poorly done by a majority of the candidates. 

Most candidates demonstrated lack of understanding of the historical term decolonization. 

Most candidates failed to use the appropriate words when describing this concept. 

 Expected response 

 Decolonization is the act of a state withdrawing from being colonised leaving it independent.    

                

(b)  Explain how Europeans colonized Central Africa.              [5] 

      The performance of candidates in this question was average as responses varied from good 

to poor. Candidates that performed well clearly explained how Europeans colonized the 

central Africa whereas candidates that performed below average contradicted Swaziland and 

Cape despite that the question specified Central Africa. 

       

 Expected response 

 European nations used their military might to enforce their rule in Africa. Armies were sent 

from Europe or organized locally with neighboring rival African states to forcefully dispose of 

African rulers. 
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(c)  ‘It was racism that led to the growth of the nationalism in Africa’. How far do you 

agree with this statement? Explain your answer by giving both sides of the argument.

                    [7] 

 

This part question was well done. Candidates even gave examples of apartheid in South 

Africa. For example, yes racism made Africans to hate being ruled by whites as they were ill-

treated in their own country by foreigners. Whites believed to be superior than blacks due to 

their skin colour (white is good, clean and black bad, dirty)  

 

However, it was the dispossession of land which led to nationalism in Africa. Settlements of 

large numbers of European settlers in different parts of Africa, Africans were displaced from 

fertile land e.g. South Africa and Zimbabwe. This caused distraction of African culture, 

poverty thus gave rise to the idea of fighting for freedom. 

Question 6 

(a) what was slave trade?                   [3] 

The performance of candidates in this question was below average. Candidates’ responses 

failed to describe the slave trade. 

 

Expected response was: is a process of buying and selling people as slaves. 

 

(b) Explain why slave trade increased in East Africa after 1807.             [5] 

The performance of candidates in this question was below average although there were 

candidates who were able to clearly explain why the slave trade increased after 1807. 

 

Expected response 

The slave trade and slavery was banned in the British empire. Following this ban, slavery 

and slave trade was eventually ended in Europe so the slave raiders and traders turned their 

attention to East Africa thus increasing the demand for slaves in East Africa. 
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(c) ‘The Africans benefited more from the slave trade than the Europeans’. How far do 

you agree with this statement? Explain your answer by giving both sides of the 

argument.                     [7] 

In this part question candidates showed to have mastered the skill of explaining both sides of 

the argument although a majority of the answers paid little or no attention to addressing 

Europeans in the question (comparison aspect).  

 

Expected responses 

Yes, Africans benefited more than Europeans because most slave raiders were the Africans 

people as they raided slaves and sold them to Europeans. This made them to be rich 

especially the leaders. They benefited because they raided for free and sold them at a cost. 

 

However, Europeans benefited more than Africans because they used these slaves to work 

for them for the rest of their lives with no pay. The Europeans only sold goods once the 

slaves had finished and these made huge profits for them.  
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JC HISTORY 

Paper 530/02 

GENERAL COMMENTS 

Option B was the most popular as most candidates answered it and performed better.  Generally, 

the candidates’ performance declined compared to 2018.Teachers are applauded for reminding 

candidates not to use the background information when answering the questions although a few 

candidates used the background information. Teachers are urged to remind candidates to desist 

from using the background information to answer the questions. There was an improvement in 

answering Question 1, the candidates were able to work out the big message.  However, it was 

noted that most candidates used the statement in Question 4 to answer Question 1. Teachers are 

urged to remind candidates to work out message of the source. Some candidates lifted information 

from the source rather that processing the big message.  

 

Question 2, which assessed the comparison skill, proved to be a challenge to most candidates.  

There were few centres which were able to compare the sources albeit at sub-messages level.  

Generally, candidates failed to compare the sources at big message level. Teachers are urged to 

advise candidates to desist from using first person in the source based questions. For example, 

the candidates wrote “I agree with what Source B says…” instead of Source B agrees with source 

C. In Question 4 again the candidates wrote “I agree with the statement” instead of “the sources 

agreeing / disagreeing with the statement…”. Some candidates did not refer to the sources by 

letter, for example, Source B. Also, some candidates lacked the cohesive devices that were used 

when comparing sources yet they are very important. There was a challenge in the way in which 

candidates numbered their responses. Teachers are urged to advise candidates that their 

numbering should resemble the one in the question paper. Candidates should also be reminded 

to write short and precise answers instead of long winding ones.   

 

A majority of the candidates were not able to work out the purpose of big message in Question 3. 

Most candidates used the term “propaganda” even when it was not necessary. The candidates 

also wrote a lot of contextual knowledge. Teachers are urged to remind candidates that contextual 

knowledge should only be used as supporting evidence in this question.  
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Question 4 proved to be a challenge to some candidates as they failed to pick the evidence from 

the sources to support their argument. They just used the whole source as evidence instead of 

selecting the relevant evidence to support their argument. The following observations were made 

which contributed to the candidates’ poor performance:  

 No assertion made. 

 Too much narration. 

 Combination of sources yet they have to treat each source separately. 

 Use of contextual knowledge 

 Use of first person i.e. “I agree” 

 Making their own the statement to suit them and that made the whole answer to be wrong.  

 Misreading of statement by some candidates  

 Lack of paragraphing of each source. 

 

COMMENTS ON SPECIFIC QUESTIONS  

OPTION A:  Early European colonial activities in Central Africa from the 16th to 18th 

century 

1. Study Source A 

What does the source tell us about the effects of the coming of the Europeans in Central 

Africa? Explain your answer using the source.                [5] 

A majority of candidates were able to process the big message.  

Expected response 

Source A tells us that the coming of Europeans in Central Africa had both positive and negative 

effects for Africans. In the source although the Europeans brought manufactured goods, 

thousands of elephants were killed. 
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2.   Study source B and C 

How far do these sources agree that the European traders benefitted Africans? Explain 

your answer using the details of the sources.                [8]                        

The performance of candidates was below average in this question. A majority of the 

candidates failed to compare the two sources at big message level. Only a few candidates 

were able to compare the sources for similarities albeit at sub message level but they also 

failed to bring evidence from both sources to support the comparison. Candidates failed to 

bring disagreement in the sources. There were however, cases whereby candidates wrote 

‘both sources disagree’.    

Expected response  

Both sources agree that Africans benefitted from the slave trade. Source B says the Europeans 

brought guns, clothes, beads, alcoholic drinks, axes and other goods in order to get slaves. 

Likewise Source C says slave owners sold slaves to the Europeans.  

However, most candidates failed to come up with a disagreement.  

 

Expected response  

However, in Source B Africans benefitted from slave trade whereas in Source C Africans did 

not benefit because they were made slaves.  

 

3.   Study source D  

Can this source be trusted about European activities in Central Africa? Explain your 

answer using the details of the source and your own knowledge.           [12] 

This question was poorly done. A majority of the candidates failed to find the purpose of the 

source. The few candidates that found the purpose of the source failed to bring evidence from 

the source and knowledge to support their response. Most candidates saw that the source was 

biased / was a piece of propaganda but failed to support this assertion.  

 

Expected response 

Source D can be trusted about European activities in Central Africa because it shows us how 

the Arabs discredited the Portuguese activities in Central Africa. For example, source says the 

Portuguese often travelled with a small army, became involved in politics and tried to influence 
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the political situation of the people of Central Africa. The Swahili traders respected local 

customs and beliefs.  

 

4.   Study all sources 

How far do these sources agree with the statement that early European colonial 

activities did not benefit Africans? Explain your answer using the details from the 

sources.                   [15] 

This question was not done well.  Candidates made the following mistakes: 

 They did not make an assertion. 

 They lifted the whole source without selecting the relevant evidence. 

 Some candidates did not use the sources at all, they just narrated. 

 Some used first person instead of suing reference to the sources. 

 Some candidates did not understand the statement.  

 

Expected response 

Source A disagree that the early European colonial activities did not benefit the Africans 

because the Europeans came with manufactured goods to Central Africa.   

 

OPTION B:   Peopling of Central Africa; Early Bantu States and Kingdoms.  

1. Study Source A 

What does this source tell us about the coming of Mzilikazi to Central Africa? Explain 

your answer using the source.                  [5] 

A majority of candidates were able to process the big message of the source but they could 

not provide evidence as support.  

 

Expected response 

Although the coming of Mzilikazi brought new farming skills to Central Africa, it disrupted the 

peace and destroyed chiefdoms/ nations in the region. 
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2. Study Sources B and C. How far do these sources agree about the effects of the Nguni 

movements into Central Africa? Explain your answer using the details from both 

sources.                       [8]   

This question was not well done since candidates failed to compare the sources at big 

message level. 

 

Expected response 

Both sources agree that the Nguni movements disrupted the way of life of the people in Central 

Africa. For example, Source B says the Nguni invasions were a terrible disaster for the people 

of East Central Africa. Villages were burned and destroyed. Likewise, in Source C we are told 

that the destruction of normal life by the Nguni in Central Africa created suitable growth of slave 

trade.  

However, the sources differ. In Source B the Nguni invasions caused havoc and did not benefit 

the people of Central Africa at all while in Source C the people of Central Africa benefitted from 

the invasions. For example, in Source B thousand were killed, while others were dragged away 

and forced to join the Nguni armies yet in Source C many local African gained manufacturing 

goods from selling fellow African to the Arabs.  

3. Study source D 

How useful is this source in telling us about how Mzilikazi dominated the Shona? 

Explain your answer using the details from the source and your own knowledge.    [12] 

Few Candidates were able to work out the purpose of the source.  Most candidates saw that 

source is reliable / biased/ propaganda/ but failed to provide evidence to support their 

assertion. Most candidates simply used the term propaganda without showing how it was used 

influence the targeted audience.  

 

Expected response 

Source D is useful in justifying/ portraying/ glorifying Mzilikazi as a good/ strong leader plus 

source evidence and knowledge.  
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4. Study all sources 

How far do these sources prove that the Mfecane wars resulted to the destruction of 

many Kingdoms? Explain your answer using the details from the sources.               [15] 

This question was well done. However, there were cases whereby some candidates; 

 did not make an assertion. 

 lifted the whole source without selecting the relevant evidence. 

 combined all sources. 

 used contextual knowledge. 

 used first person instead of using reference to the sources.  

 

Expected response 

Source A proves that the Mfecane wars resulted to the destruction of many kingdoms as the 

source says Mzilikazi fled from Shaka to the Transvaal in 1821. There he absorbed northern 

Nguni refugees. However, Source A does not prove that the Mfecane wars resulted to the 

destruction of many kingdoms since it says Mzilikazi incorporated many Sotho chiefdoms into 

his growing Ndebele chiefdom.  

 

    

 

 

 


